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MYSTERY SHIP OF WWII, THE SURCOUF, to the knowledge of The Authority Group, represents the first 
investigation that has been researched, written and produced for television focusing on the disappearance of the 
world’s largest submarine and crew. Known as a poorly constructed submarine that patrolled the Atlantic, English 
Channel, Mediterranean, and Caribbean Seas it was no surprise that THE SURCOUF never fired its cannons, 
guns or operated at full power during its life at sea. The ship and crew sank somewhere in the Caribbean and the 
true story continues to be a mystery. Recent release of historic seventy year old plus documents, by The 
Freedom of Information Act, relating to WWII has heightened interest from The Authority Group and other 
historians as they can now benefit from an opportunity to further investigate the possible whereabouts THE 
SURCOUF’s demise unfolds.  Additionally, this documentary presents an historical WWII perspective between 
the Allies in the War, consisting of the United States, Great Britain, Canada, France and Russia and the enemy, 
the Axis representing, Germany Italy and Austria. The battles of the war and role of German U-Boats is presented 
in historic detail as never before seen. 

 

Supporting her distinction of being the largest Submarine in the 
world she was propelled by two Sulzer diesel engines, two electric 
motors, engineered to travel a range of 10,000 nautical miles with a 
speed of 10 knots submerged. She possessed a revolving turret 
with dual 8-inch guns, anti-aircraft guns, armed with torpedoes and 
capable of launching an aircraft. The SURCOUF’s stood out as an 
extraordinary powerful weapon of war. 
 

According to historians and those who serviced her in Britain, Scotland, Canada, 
United States, and Bermuda, The super-submarine was not in optimum cruising 
condition. During her visit to Bermuda, she had suffered a large fuel leak and 
seawater flooded into her battery compartment, that caused a serious chlorine gas 
problem.  Part of the dilemma in maintaining her was lack of repair parts and 
supplies. She was full of French-made equipment, and France was under German 
control.  So, an operational failure was a real possibility.  
 
 

The official version of the ships catastrophic end, accepted by many on both sides of the Atlantic is that THE 
SURCOUF was sunk in a nighttime collision with the American freighter THOMPSON LYKES about 78 nautical 
miles north of the Panama Canal entrance.  While the Allies and Axis acknowledged this account during WWII, 
his conclusion does not confer with any of the ship logs or factual time frames.  
 

To that end, The Authority Group in its documentary the MYSTERY SHIP OF WWII, THE SURCOUF offers an 
alternative to the French ships demise.  Should an undersea exploration off the coast of Martinique take place the 
70-year secret story of its sinking may be lifted to the surface. 

 

 Neal@TheAuthorityGroup.net  •  NYC (917) 948-8022 
150 East 61st St., Suite 5-F, New York, NY 10065  

      
 

 

 



 
 


